This Week in the Missouri Senate Script
This week in the Missouri Senate, we review another of our state’s new laws…
Nat Snd	:02	Q: 79, senator from….
Senate Bill 79 was pre-filed on Dec. 1; heard by the Missouri Senate Insurance and Banking Committee on Jan. 28; perfected on March 25; sent to the Missouri House of Representatives two days later; sent to the executive branch on May 15; and signed into law on July 14.
Senator Kurtis Gregory of Marshall is the sponsor. He tells his colleagues his original intention was to allow certain membership organizations to provide contracts for health benefits…
	Gregory	:31	Q: to pay that.
Numerous items were later added to this health care legislation, including sexually transmitted infections; telehealth services; forensic examinations of sexual offense victims; MO HealthNet coverage of hearing-related devices; prenatal tests for certain diseases; examination of health-maintenance organizations; insurance coverage of self-administered hormonal contraceptives; and mammograms.
Senator Patty Lewis of Kansas City tells the sponsor she has first-hand knowledge of these situations…
	Lewis		:30	Q: or were underinsured.
Senate Bill 79 became law on Aug. 28.
In the meantime, one of the measures to come from this year’s second extra legislative session is now set to become law. The governor plans to sign House Bill 1 this weekend. House Bill 1 will replace the current congressional map with new parameters, which will take effect with the November 2026 election.
The other proposal to come from this year’s second extra session is House Joint Resolution 3, which — upon voter approval — would create the “Protect Missouri Voters” amendment. The second extra session concluded earlier this month.
Missouri senators continue to pre-file legislation for the next regular legislative session. These measures will receive their official bills numbers starting on Dec. 1. The next regular legislative session will start in January.
And remember, you can follow these and other issues facing the Missouri Senate by visiting our website: senate.mo.gov.
Reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Dean Morgan.
