This Week in the Missouri Senate Script
This week in the Missouri Senate, we review an eventful week in the upper chamber.
After several committee hearings…
Nat Snd 1	:02	Q: the Committee on….
…the real work started for Missouri senators on Wednesday with the annual veto session…
	Nat Snd 2	:02	Q: order. Will everybody…?
The only vetoes to come from the governor this year are on individual line items in appropriations measures that comprise the Fiscal Year 2026 state operating budget. None of these were overridden.
Then…
	Nat Snd 3	:02	Q: in the chamber….
…it was onto the Second Extra Session of the 103rd General Assembly. The governor called this extra session to address congressional redistricting and initiative petitions.
This extra session started in the Missouri House of Representatives on Sept. 3, with introduction of House Bill 1 and House Joint Resolution 3. House Bill 1 seeks to create provisions for redistricting federal congressional seats, while House Joint Resolution 3 — upon voter approval — would create the "Protect Missouri Voters" amendment. The new congressional boundaries would take effect along with the November 2026 election. The constitutional amendment would require any statewide ballot measure, proposed by initiative petition to amend the constitution, to receive a majority of affirmative votes in each congressional district in order to go into effect.
In regard to initiative petition legislation, lawmakers have been looking at this issue for some time, but had not previously been able to reach agreement on a way forward. Redistricting is traditionally handled following the Census, which is conducted every 10 years, usually at the beginning of a new decade. In this case, this idea to redraw Missouri’s congressional map was only first-publicly suggested at the end of July.
House Bill 1 and House Joint Resolution 3 were sent to the Missouri Senate earlier this week, and then heard by the Missouri Senate Local Government, Elections and Pensions Committee on Thursday. The hearing lasted nearly five and a half hours, with the panel voting six-two to send both proposals to the full Missouri Senate for consideration.
Discussion started a little after nine on Friday morning. Senator Steven Webber of Columbia told his colleagues this is the second time they have been called back to the Capitol this year…
	Webber	:25	Q: to reach day-10.
Following approximately four hours of discussion, Missouri senators passed both House Bill 1 and House Joint Resolution 3. Both measures were then returned to the Missouri House of Representatives to be signed there, and then brought back to the upper chamber for Missouri Senate President Pro Tem Cindy O’Laughlin of Shelbina’s signature…
	O’Laughlin	:15	Q: may become law.
Both House Bill 1 and House Joint Resolution 3 would need to be signed into law by the governor.
And remember, you can follow these and other issues facing the Missouri Senate by visiting our website: senate.mo.gov.
Reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Dean Morgan.
