This Week in the Missouri Senate Script
This week in the Missouri Senate, we preview yet another upcoming new state law…
Nat Snd	:04	Q: Francois. Mister President….
Senate Bill 68 was pre-filed on Dec. 1; heard by the Missouri Senate Education Committee on Feb. 11; given preliminary Missouri Senate approval two weeks later; sent to the Missouri House of Representatives on Feb. 27; truly agreed to and finally passed on May 13; and signed into law on July 9.
Senator Mike Henderson of Desloge is the sponsor. On Feb. 25, he told his colleagues this measure would create, repeal and modify provisions relating to elementary and secondary education…
	Henderson	:31	Q: anything else necessary.
During discussion on the floor of the Missouri Senate, Missouri Senate Minority Floor Leader Doug Beck of Affton offered an amendment that relates to banning cell phones in classrooms…
	Beck		:31	Q: sunset on it.
In addition, this new law will make changes to parts of the “Get the Lead Out of School Drinking Water Act;” make changes to the way officials calculate school attendance; require schools to adopt a comprehensive emergency preparedness plan, which will include a cardiac emergency response plan; establish the “Stop the Bleed Act;” establish new grade-level benchmarks; lower the adult high school starting age from 21 to 18; and make a number of other changes, all of which relate to one aspect or another of education.
Senate Bill 68 will become law on Aug. 28.
Next up for lawmakers will be the annual veto session, which will be held in September. The only legislation to see any vetoes from the governor this year are line items in the appropriations bills that comprise the Fiscal Year 2026 state operating budget, which could be considered during veto session. By law, veto session can last up to 10 calendar days.
And remember, you can follow these and other issues facing the Missouri Senate — plus, see a complete list of truly agreed to and finally passed legislation — by visiting our website: senate.mo.gov.
Reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Dean Morgan.
