This Week in the Missouri Senate Script
This week in the Missouri Senate, we review some of the highlights from the First Regular Session of the 103rd General Assembly…
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By law, a regular legislative session begins on the first Wednesday following the first Monday in January. It then ends 18 or 19 weeks later, the second Friday following the first Monday in May.
This year, 27 Senate bills, two Senate Concurrent Resolutions, 37 House bills, two House Joint Resolutions and two House Concurrent Resolutions reached the legislative finish line.
The governor has already signed seven of these pieces of legislation into law.
Missouri Senate Majority Floor Leader Tony Luetkemeyer of Parkville says he believes this was a successful session…
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For some lawmakers, success is not defined by the number of bills that could become law. For them, it is about ensuring only the best ideas make their way through the process.
It can also be about keeping certain things from final passage.
Missouri Senate Minority Floor Leader Doug Beck of Affton says he also believes there were some victories this year…
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Among the items awaiting final action from the executive branch are the measures that comprise the Fiscal Year 2026 state operating budget. Missouri’s next fiscal year will begin on July 1, which means those bills must be signed or vetoed before that date. For the rest, the deadline to either sign, veto or let legislation become law without a signature is July 14…
Now that the regular legislative session is over, lawmakers will adjourn sine die — or with “no appointed date for resumption” — on May 30.
After this, the next known event for lawmakers will be the annual veto session, which will be held in mid-September. By law, veto session can last up to 10 calendar days.
There are years when at least one interim committee could hold hearings, be they in the Capitol or at varying locations throughout the state. So far, there is only one interim committee currently on the lineup, which is the Missouri Senate Interim Committee on Driving Down the Cost of Health Care. At present, this panel does not have any hearings scheduled.
And remember, you can follow these and other issues facing the Missouri Senate — plus, see a complete list of truly agreed to and finally passed legislation — by visiting our website: senate.mo.gov.
Reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Dean Morgan.
