Oct. 17, 1933
This Date in Missouri Senate History

On This Date in Missouri Senate History, the date was Oct. 17, 1933, first day of the Extra Session of the 57th General Assembly.

This was a Tuesday. There were 30 senators present and four absent with leave. Session started at noon.

The governor called this extra session in response to federal actions taken following the beginning of the Great Depression. More specifically, the executive branch wanted lawmakers to find ways to bring more revenue into the state. The second reason was in advance of repealing the 21st Amendment, more commonly known as Prohibition.

Raising revenues would be sought in the form of increasing the franchise tax, new or additional taxes on every aspect of the manufacture and sale of liquor, general sales tax, gross sales tax, tobacco tax and any other method by which revenue could be raised.

There were also a number of points aimed at cities and counties to build infrastructure and add taxes where necessary. In all, there were 22 points to the governor’s call for this extra session.

Lawmakers would then gather in the Missouri House Chamber to hear from the governor. Afterwards, Missouri senators returned to the upper chamber and adjourned under the rules.

This extra session would continue into Jan. 12, 1934. Remember, this is still when the Legislature only met regularly every other year, so there was no regular session in 1934.

October 17, 1933, the date marking opening day of the Extra Session of the 57th General Assembly, on This Date in Missouri Senate History.
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