Aug. 11, 1945
This Date in Missouri Senate History

On This Date in Missouri Senate History, the date was Aug. 11, 1945, one of the many breaks taken during the Regular Session of the 63rd General Assembly.

As we have talked about before, the 1943 and ’45 legislative sessions went longer than most. The same would hold true after the Second World War, as late as 1951, in fact. The main reason for this was, again, World War II. But, throughout these long years for lawmakers, there was another aspect: the Missouri State Fair. For 1945, this would be an exception, because the fair was not held.

Missouri senators had last met on Aug. 7, and would adjourn until Aug. 17, which only ran long enough to read in the journal from the seventh. Senators would then adjourn until Aug. 27, again, only long enough to read in the journal from the 17th. Session would not resume until Sept. 4.

Another reason for longer pauses during August was the heat in the Capitol. Before air conditioning, the Senate Chamber was cooled via large vents along the wall. Behind these vents are areas for large ice blocks to be placed. The natural flow of the chamber design is such the ice would help cool the chamber. As you can imagine, it only worked to a certain level.

August 11, 1945, the date marking another long break during one of the longest regular sessions in state history, on This Date in Missouri Senate History.
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