Aug. 9, 1943
This Date in Missouri Senate History

On This Date in Missouri Senate History, the date was Aug. 9, 1943, approximately three weeks into a long break during the Regular Session of the 62nd General Assembly.

This was one of two long sessions held during the Second World War. The next session, held in 1945 and ’46, would also continue much longer than any previous session.

For this particular year, senators most recently met on Friday, July 16. This is during the years when session was only held every other year. For whatever reason, end dates for session were staggered. Despite the fact a set date for start of session had been in place since the mid-1800s, when lawmakers would adjourn would change from year to year. Usually, a session would end between March and May, but then, the next session would continue into June or July. In fact, this practice would continue after session would be held every year, starting in 1971.

Moreover, before start and end dates were set in state statute, it was usually a House or Senate Concurrent Resolution that would dictate when session would conclude.

Where the adjournment motion on July 16 would be until noon on Aug. 23, senators would return on Aug. 16. It is unclear why.

Session would, however, adjourn sine die on the 23rd.

August 9, 1943, the date marking an adjournment break for lawmakers during the Regular Session of the 62nd General Assembly, on This Date in Missouri Senate History.
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